DENIECE WILLIAMS
"So Glad | Know (Sparrow)

You may be glad to know, if
you're a gospel listener, that
popular recording artist Deniece
Williams has recorded a gospel-
oriented album. It's called “So
Glad | Know."

The 35-year-old singer, who
has a couple of number one hit
singles to her credit, was a
member of Wonderlove, Stevie
Wonder's former back-up group,
early in her career.

While touring with Earth, Wind
And Fire in the 70’s, she releas-
ed the gold album “This Is Niecy,”
and hit the top 30 on the pop
charts with “Free” in 1977.

Niecy is also remembered for
her smash duet with Johnny
Mathis, “Too Much, Too little,
Too Late” from 1978, and her
number one hit “Let’'s Hear It For
The Boy"” from 1984.

The “So Glad | Know" album is
already in the top ten on the
national inspirational music
charts. As you might expect from
a singer as popular and talented
as Niecy, this LP is a pop/R&B/
inspirational mixture, carefully
programmed to keep the
dullness foctor to a minimum.

The album opens with “Just In
Time,” a mid-tempo piece that
resembles her old “It's Your Con-
science” arrangement-wise. The
instrumentation might be classi-
fied as R&B but the message is
definitely gospel-oriented.

As | expected, Niecy's voice
fits these slickly-recorded
message funes quite well, as
“Wings Of An eagle” and “My
Soul Desire” clearly show.

“Straight Ahead” is almost
straight ahead rock and roll (why
do | think of Phil Collins's
“Sussudio” every time | hear
this?). Deniece also covers the
traditional “| Surrender All.”

Other cuts: “They Say.” “If We
Are The Light,” “What You Do For
Me."”

BILLY JOR
"The Bridge’ (Columbia)

This is a new Billy Joel album,
but it sounds like one of his
earlier classics, like “52nd Street”
or “The Stranger.” It's his follow-
up to “An Innocent Man."

The 37-year-old singer from
Long Island released his first solo
album, “Cold Spring Harbor,” 14
years ago. He first hit the charts
in 1974 with “Piano Man” and
went on to have two number one
chart hits, “It's Still Rock And Roll
To Me” (1980) and “Tell Her
About It" (1983). He almost hit
number one with his most recent
top ten hit, “Modern Woman,"
which is on the soundtrack of the
film “Ruthless People. " (Funny,
that single is on Epic, whereas his
new single, “A Matter Of Trust,”
is on Columbia).

“A Matter Of Trust” is one of
the best songs on the “The
Bridge” album, because its o
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tough, pure rock and roll song,
not the kind of track usually
associated with a man who has
written songs like “Just The Way
You Are” and “Honesty.”

All right, it may sound a little
like Springsteen, but we've
already heard how Joel can
somehow take a musical style
made very popular by another ar-
tist, and then somehow incor-
porate it into the intricate fabric
of his own musical personality,
often resulting in a real musical
gem. Remember how “Uptown
Girl” reminded you so much of
the Four Seasons?

Billy Joel himself admits, “| can
play guitar, badly, but | can play
it as well as a lot of heavy metal
guitar players.” Fortunately,
Joel's recruited David Brown and

-

Russell Javors on guitar for “A
Matter Of Trust.”

Over the years, Joel's made o
few videos, and they're not bad.
My favorite was “Allentown”
(“Well, we're living here in Allen-
town...”). You have to see that
one in color to really appreciate
it, since it keeps switching from
black and white to color all
through it.

Ray Charles joins the fun with
Billy on the soulful “Baby Grand”
(what will Joel think of next?),
and appearances by Steve Win-
wood and Cyndi Lauper are two
more things this album’s got
going for it.

At least | can't accuse Joel of
making predictable record
albums. (I ain’'t no psychic,
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CYevant Derricks (left) poﬂroyl a murlty guard wh'ci protects

a Russian defector (Robin Williams) from the KGB, in the broad-
cast premiere of "Moscow on the Hudson,” airing Tuesday,

September 9 at 9 p.m. on CBS.
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ASK ME ABOUT TV

By Val Carew

In what TV series did David
Janssen star? Is the actor still
alive? -- V.B., Jau, Maine.

Janssen's first series was
“Richard Diamond, Private Detec-
tive” (1957-60). This was follow-
ed by “"The Fugitive” (1963-67)
“"O'Hara, U.S. Treasury”
(1971-72); and “Harry-O"
(1974-76). Janssen died, at age
50, in 1980.

What can you tell me about
Simon Estes? | fell in love with
him -- and his voice -- after
hearing him sing o selection
from ""Porgy and Bess'’ during
the Liberty Weekend
festivities. -- W.L.S.. New
York, N.Y.

. The bass baritone, who was
born in 1938 in Centerville, lowa,

began singing at age eight. To
help pay for his education at the
University of lowa (Estes was a

pre-med and psychology stu-
dent), he became the first black
member of the Old Gold Singers,
a pop-mysic ensemble that con-
sisted o’ the university's non-
music majors. Estes was spotted
by a member of the school's

music faculty, who took him on
as a student. Soon afterward,
Estes was accepted on a full
scholarship at Manhattan's
prestigious music school,
Julliard.

He made his operatic debut as
Ramfis in a Berlin production of
“Aida.” Since then, Estes has per-
formed at every major opera
house. On Sept. 22 of this year,
he will become the first black
male to open the Metropolitan
Opera House season when he

stars as Wotan in Wagner's “Die
Walkure.”

Estes recently completed his
tirst album of popular songs. The
record, which will be released
this fall, features “Save the
Children, Save Their Lives.” A
portion of the song's proceeds
will go to the Save the Children
Federation.

(Do you have a question
about TV? Write Val Carew at
200 Park Ave., Room 602,
New York, NY 10166. Ques-
tions connot be answered per-
sonally, but those of general
interest will be answered in
future columns.)

SOAP OPERA WEEK

By Kimberly Redmond

What can you tell me about
Leslie Denniston, the actress
who portrays Maeve Stoddard
Sampson on ''The Guiding
Light”? -- L.L., Hickory, N.C.

Denniston, who is best known
for her role as Karen Peters on
“As the World Turns,” has an im-
pressive list of stage credits. She
has appeared in the Broadway
musicals “Shenandoah,” "Happy
New Yeor” and “Coppertield,” as
well as in the droma “To Grand-
mother's House We Go.” She
toured the country in productions
of several Broadway shows, in-
cluding “Baby” and “l Love My
Wife.” Denniston has appeared
in the cable TV production of
“Pippin.” She is married to Don
Hastings, who portrays Bob
Hughes on “As the World Turns.”
The couple share their upstate
New York“\home with their
4-year-old doughter, Katharine.

My sister and | have been
arguing aebout Charles Jay
Hammer. Is he the only actor
to have portra Fletcher
Reade on ''The Guiding
Light"? Did #c ever por-
tray AHlan Willis on "The Jef-
fersons’'? -- §.5., Jamestown,
NLY.

Hammer created the role of
Regde when he joined the CBS
soaR in 1984, and he is the only
actor\ to have portrayed the
character. And yes, the actor did
portray Willis during the 1978-79
season of “The Jeftfersons.” He

was billed as Jay Hammer.

What happened to
Rosemary Prinz, the octress
who portrayed Penny Hughes
on "As the World Turns”? --
L.G., Whitepine, Tenn.

After leaving the CBS soap in
1968, Prinz originated the role of
Julie Franklin on “How to Survive
a Marriage” (1974). The octress
also has appeared in several
theatrical productions. Prinz
recently reprised her "ATWT"
role for the show's 30th anniver-
sary and for the memorial
episode that honored Don
Maclaughlin. The aoctor, who
died last May, played Penny's
father, Chris.

(Have a question about soap
operas? Write Kimberly Red-
mond at 200 Park Ave., Room

602, New York, NY 10166.

Questions cannot be
answered personally, but
those of general interest will
be answered in future
columns.)

| heard Whitney Houston
was going to appear as o
regular on ''The Guiding
Light.” Is this true? | can't
walt! — S.H., Kingston, N.Y.

Your facts are a little bit mix-
ed up, S.H. Houston was never
supposed to appear on “GL,"” but
she did do a guest-starring stint
on “As the World Turns” in 1984,
The singer teamed with Jermaine
Jackson and performed “Nobody
Loves Me Like You Do.”
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