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MEMBERS OF THE

Longshoremen's Association (ILA) Local 333 In

Baltimore display picket signs during a
demonstration Thursday at Dundalk Marine Ter-
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shrouded in mystery
Rhetta’s body still unclaimed

By Valerie Smith-Madden
AFRO Staff Writer

A supervisor in the District's
medical examiner’s office has
said if the body of Dr. Barnetl
Rhetta i1sn't claimed after a
month, the noted physician might
end up as a cadaver in a medical
school, or he might be cremated.

The former, perhaps, next to a
malpractice suit, may very well

be every physician’s nightmare.

That end yet lies in the distant
future as Rhetta lies - three
weeks after his death -- in the
Howard University Heospital
morgue.

A prominent Baltimore physi-
cian, Rhetta died Sept. 12, the vic-
tim of an apparent heart attack.

Continued on page 2

Frank Reddish final

The bereaved widow, Mrs. Evelyn Reddish, is supported by her son,
Dexter Reddish to her left and Leroy Dyett, who handled the funeral

arrangements, on her right.

By Roz Hamletl
AFRO Staff Writer

Strains of pipe organ music and

uiet whisperings floated through
the sanctuary of Mount Zion
United Methodist. Through the
open windows, a light breeze
stirred and a steady stream ol
traffic whizzed by on Liberty
Heights Ave.

A somber, restrained mood
hung in the air as members of
Frank Theodore Reddish’s fami-
ly silently filed past his or)en
casket to tearfully pay their last

respects to the man affectionate-
ly known by many as, "“Uncle
Frank.'

Elaborate flower ar-
rangements were lined up In
front of the altar, stretching from
one side of the church to the other
and a spray of white mums and
blue ribbon adorned the top of the
caskel.

The heaviness lifted somewhat
as the Rev. John C. Warren pro-
nounced from the pulpit, “‘Happy

Continued on page 2
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BALTIMORE LONGSHOREMEN:

(Sor Col. i)

‘We were locked out!

By Manotti L. Jenkins

Baltimore’s 3,000 members of
the International
Longshoremen’'s Assoclation
(ILA) discontinued work at local
ports Wednesday as a result of
unresolved conflicts with water-
front management, but the black
president of ILA Local 333 argued
that local media have nol
reported the story correctly.

According to union local presi-
dent, Edward Howell, media
reports on the dispute give the
impression that the workers took
the primary initiative to halt the
loading of cargo Ships 1In
Baltimore, and in 11 other ports
on the East Coast, but the
management was the culprit.

minal. The workers, along with thousands ol
longshoremen on the East Coast, are striking

“They're saying it is a strike,

because of what they see as an unacceptable con-
tract proposal by dock employers.

Noted doctor’s death

said Howell, ‘‘but they (manage-
ment) locked us out.”” He added
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that the terms presented by
management for a new contr: 1cf
for the workers was totally
unacceptable.

‘“They said to us that you have
to work for what we want you to
work for or you can’'t work atl
all.”” Howell continued. ““We re
always willing to help the
port . . . we don't intend to hurt
the port or the state of Maryland

“All we want to do 1s get a fair
contract and go back to work."

The dispute is centered around
a decision by port employers to
incorp-orate a two - level wage
system, wherein longshoremen
who handle containerized cargo
would continue to be paid $17 an
hour, while workers handling
conventional cargo would have
their pay decreased to $14 an
hour.

Additionally, management
wants to eliminate a 20 - year - old
guaranteed annual income agree-
ment to the longshoremen with
the Council of North Atlantic
Shipping Associations (CON-
ASA), which represents the
employers in several ports, IS
that it must compete with the
wage structures approved by the
ILA in ports in the southern
region of the country.

Local longshoremen argue that
it 1s not fair for management to
use the wage decision in southern
ports as a measuring stick
pecause the standards of living In
the South is lower than In
Baltimore.

The pay cut would mean that
many longshoremen could see

Continued on page 2

Who will coach O’s:
Robinson or Rlpken?

By Sam Lac)y

The big question at the moment
is who will be named to succeed
the retired Earl Weaver as
manager of the Orioles

Will it be Cal Ripken Sr., or
Frank Robinson’

From all indications, these ap-
pear to be the only serious can-
didates for the job.

But the answer to today s ques-
tion may lead to another tomor-
row ; one that could be equally as
big from a psychological
standpoint.

How will the choice of Robinson
affect the relationship with
Ripken and the other coaches”
And what about the chemistry ol
the team”

Continued on page 11
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Frank Robinson
admits he’s eager for job

Kids squabble and
everybody is a loser

By Roz Hamlett
AFRO Staff Writer

A childish squabble over a
skateboard, between one eight-
year-old boy and a nine-year-old
boy, became a police affair
that is, after their parents gol
wind of it, last Sunday.

While the two children fought,
the nine-year-old white child was
dllegedl\ bitten on the thumb,
kicked in the neck and hit in the
face by the other child, who was
black, according to police.

But the eight-year old told the
AFRO, “Everyday he messes
with me and picks on me. When
we fought he told me, your a -
1s grass,’”’ he said.

Police, mistakenly summoned
to an aggravated assault, by the
nine year old’s irate mother, took
the eight-year-old into custody

While the officer was there, he
couldn’t hear dispatch call him
because the parents of both
children were arguing so
furiously

As a result, backups were senl
o Northern Baltimore
neighborhood to apprehend the
eight-year-old, whose mother

was not allowed to accompany
her son to the station because she
was behaving in such an
mgumentallw way, police said.

“Normally, it is not our policy
to let people ride in the car, but
in the case of juveniles, this rule
is not strictly enforced, however

Continued on page 2

Exit ramp
closes

The State Highway Ad-
ministration will close the exit
ramp from the inner loop of 1-695
(Baltimore Beltway) to south-
bound Jones Falls Expressway.
The ramp will be closed from Fri-
day, October 3 at 10:00 p.m. until
the morning of Sunday, October
5 S0 the deck of the bridge can be
resurfaced

A detour will reroute traffic to
the next exit. Motorists are advis-
ed to obey all traffic signs, stay
alert and to drive gently.

Instructor Arthur Scribner from the Adult Education Office teaches
parents in the Basic Skill Program at Tench Tilghman Elementary

School in southeast Baltimore.
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