Mary MclLeod Bethune,

It was eight years before Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. stood beside
the Washington Monument anfl
stirred the nation with his “I
Have a Dream" speech. It was 10

ears before a Congress,
y a slain ident, pam
Voting Rights Act of 1965, when

na black woman sat down
?o vﬁ"i.fe her last will and

“I leave you love. Love builds,”
began Mary McLeod Bethune...
“I leave you hope. The Negro's
growth will be great in the years
to come.

e e

dured the Ty,

et they retained their dignity.
oday, w; direct our ecml:rg
nd political strength

:v' poha more abundant and

secure life.”’

Mary McLeod Bethune, ad-
viser to four United States
Presidents, who helped shape the
United Nations, knew a grut'
d:aal about both ‘‘degradation
a llhwe'li

When she was born July 10,
1875, as the 15th of 17 children, in
Mayesville, SC, the state was
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under the control of federal
troops. The Civil War’s promise
to release blacks from the
deﬂdatiom of slavery was slow
in being fulfilled. Her parents,
former slaves, still were waiting
for thel:'ld chancut; to purchase 40
acres and a mule.

The future didn’t look bright for
Mary. Education, particularly,

school before they
But Ma

and hopeful.

Nzlm— 7§
of Matamba, £
t Africa
(1582-1663)

It is as beautiful as
Cleopatra’s smile. As
inspiring as Behanzins
poems. As wide as the
lands unified by Samory Toure.
It is as fascinating as the
towering pyramids. As
powerful as the rumbling Nile.
As rich as the diamonds ol
its own soil.

This is the history of Alrica.

Its Great Kings. l

Its Great Queens.

And vou...its proud
descendents.

Budweiser salutes Black
History Month with this special
series commemorating the Great
Kings and Queens of Alrica.
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Tive—The Nubian Queen
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heroine to her people and the nation

seemed out - of - reach for girls
such as her. The average sc
term was only four - and - one half
months — and most black

children spent few terms in
o~ had to drop out

to help support their families.
? was determined —

Luckily, there was a small mis-

sionary Presbyterian schcl:g!

til she learned all it had to offer.

She was 12 years old.

Then, justy as it appeared that
her education had ended, a spon-
sor offered a scholarship at

Scotia Seminary, a Presbyterian
Continued on Page 8

case. Like so many freedom
fighters, Mrs. Parks had m

history of

SAFECO TITLE

5-1340B.C.)

tion and treated its members ac-

cordingly. Nevertheless, Mrs.
Parks continued to fight racial

tion the NAACP.
g fact, during 1940s, Mrs.

Parks had refused several times -

to comply with tion rules
on the . In early 1940s,
Mrs. Parks was ejected from a
bus for failing to comply.
Ironically, the v same bus
driver who ejected her that time
was the one who had her arrested
on December 1, 1955. According
to Mrs. Parks, ‘“My resistance to
being mistreated on the buses
and anywhere else was just a

regular thing with me and not
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SAFECO Title Insurance Corporation is the largest and
oldest title insurance company domiciled in the State of
Maryland. We have continuously served the title
needs of Marylanders since 1884. SAFECO has the
largest and most experienced staff of title examiners and
s“itorney underwriters in the state, with closing offices in
Baltimore City, Annapolis, Towson and Westminster.
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HO S, Paul Street
B;.lltﬂ., MD 21202
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309 Washington Ave.
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(301) 876-5700

“Experience and tenure are important”

of Bechuanaland
(1819-1923)
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just that day.” Clearly, then, the

women who launched

ter for justice. This

is why the black masses of Mont-
omery readily followed her
ead. Together they made

history.
Ella Baker

Ms. Ella Baker was another
guiding figure behind the civil
righ . Ms. Baker has
fought for Black liberation

her adult life. The
granddaughter of a proud,
rebellious slave minister, Ella
Baker was born in the South in
1903 and received her
undergraduate degree from
Shaw University in Raleigh,
North Carolina, where she was
valedictorian of her class.

In 1927 Baker moved to New
York City where she became in-
volved with numerous organiza-
tions fighting for social change.
Dlll'i:: 1941 and 1942 Baker
served as the National Field
Secretary for the NAACP. Be-
tween 1943 and 1955 Baker con-
tinued her work for social
change.

When the Montgomery bus
boycott began in 1955, Ms. Baker
along with A. Philip Randolph,
Bayard Rustin and Stanley
Levison immediately organized a
Northern support group that sent
money and other resources to
Montgomery. Following the
boycott Ms. Baker, Randolph,
Levison and Rustin contacted Dr.
King and urged him to establish
a southwide organization for
racial equality.

In this regard Mrs. Baker
became one of the founding
members of Dr. King's Southern
Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC). Soon as the SCLC was
formed in 1957-8, Baker moved to
Atlanta and became the
Associate Director of the
organization. Ms. Baker was the
one who established SCLC's cen-
tral office in the late 1950s. She
operated the mimegaph
machines, wrote much of the ear-
ly correspondence, and perform-
ed the countless administrative
d:ltliies. Msh.enB_taker wt:s also a

ous when it came to organiz-
&g people and inspi them to
seek change. As an official,
Baker organized the Black
masses the South. She
was agd effective at get-
women young people in-
ed in the movement.
them be:;nea role model fg
women young w
ttl::i :nigvement?m th;
studen -in protests sprea
across the South in 1960, Ms.
Baker became a’ guiding force
. o e
1960 from which the Student
violent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC) was first conceived. This
is why Ms. Baker is considered
the mother of SNCC. Ms. Baker,
then, was a central figure behind
both Dr. King and the Black stu-
Bovel Captured Hebar's bmper
ca er's impor-
tance when she said, ‘‘Baker was
the pillar of strength and good

sense to lean on. Ella came
Continued on Page 9
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‘> Rosa Parks and Lena Horne

(Going out on
our own
d())/esn’t

If you've got talent, energy and experi-
ence, you may be in a stronger position
than you think to start your own business.
The Baltimore Economic Development
Corporation (BEDCO) is here to help
you locate a site, train your employees
and obtain the kind of financing that can
turn your knowledge into a successful
enterpnse without putting a drain on
your own resources. We can do a lot of
special things to smooth the way for your
start up. And, of course, our service is
free. If you want to go into business for
yourself, start things rolling with a call

to Larry Smith at BEDCO to talk

things over.

(301) 837-9305
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BALTIMORE ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

e A el ol
36 Charles St. Baltimore. MD 21201

BEDCO introduces business to its best
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