SAG HARBOR

Sag Harbor: Escape haven for jetsetter New Yorkers

Pictured are some of the homes in Azurest and Ninevah Beach, all of which are less than half block from the waterfront

beaches.

By Michael Patterson

hen New York City's jetsetters and high-powered

executives want to relax and enjoy a weekend or a few

weeks in the sun by the seashore in the summer, they
take off to the fashionable Hamptons, a cluster of small towns and
villages on the extreme eastern end of Long island, a narrow,
100-mile-long strip of land that juts out from the city straight into
the Adantic Ocean.

These quaint towns, many of which have a history that dates back
to the |7th Century, contain the summer homes of some of the
world's most wealthy individuals.

The area has remained a choice location for vacation homes
because of its close proximity to the sea, its privacy and a minimum
of commercial development.

Thousands of acres of virgin forest still line the coastline, despite
its nearness to the most highly developed city in the world.

The vast majority of the summer residents of the Hamptons are
white. However, nestled in the center of the Hamptons in a tiny,

to high-income black families who have settled on the choicest beach

.. frgnt property in the area. . - .
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early 1950s, and the black populition of the village Hi¥ been
steadily growing since then. |

Many of the most influential black families on the East Coast have
their summer homes in Sag Harbor. Some of the more well-known
individuals include, Earl Graves, the publisher of Black Enterprise
Magazine; noted black novelist William Demby, author of “Love
Story Black;'' supermarket chain executive Bruce Liewellyn, the
CEO of Fedco, a chain of 28 stores in New York City and William
Pickens, lil, a founding trustee and secretary of the United States-
japan foundation.

Other influential residents include prominent judges, doctors,
lawyers and business owners. However, not all of Sag Harbor's black
residents are wealthy.

Many of them are middle-class working people who worked hard
over the years to be able to afford a place in the sun and surf away
from the headaches and pressures of big city life.

One thing that makes Sag Harbor different from most of the
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municipalities in the United Scates is that it is one of the few places
in which the black population is richer than the white population.

Most of the whites who reside in the village live in or near the
downtown section; the majority of them reside in the village on
a year-round basis, and most make their living by operating or work-
ing in local service industries or small retail businesses.

Sag Harbor's blacks reside in choice locations on or near the
village's virgin beaches. They pay taxes, but they rarely use municipal
services, such as schools and garbage collection.

Some of Sag Harbor's long-time black residents have begun to
retire in the village, and they are beginning to become involved in
local politics and municipal affairs, but for the most part, the village's
black residents are in the area for "‘hot fun in the summertime."’

“I like it because it is near the sea. It's a congenial community,
and the people are warm,'’ said Roger Butler, a New York City
civil engineer who has owned a home in Sag Harbor for the past
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up in Harlem, so this has i for meagthevwater,
_green grass, the country living.

*‘There aren't many places in this country where blacks hdve beach
front property.’’ Bullen likes Sag Harbor so much that he retired
in the village four years ago.

The village's black neighborhoods are divided into six main sec-
tions: Sag Harbor Hills, Azurest, Ninevah (these three areas are on
or adjacent to the waterfront), Chatfield's Hill and Eastville, an
historical black community, which dates back to the whaling days
of the |9th Century.

The oldest development, with the exception of Eastville, is
Azurest, which began to be populated shortly after World War I,
when a white real estate developer, of ‘Huntington, L.I., sold the
property between the village's main road, Highway | 14, and the
beach, an area of about a square mile, to three black families from
N.Y.C. — the Smith's, the Terry's and the Spaulding's.

These three families, in turn, sold the land to several other black

families. News about the resort was spread primarily through word
of mouth.

By contrast, many of the homes in the nearby areas of Easthamgp-

ton, Southampton and Bridgehampton range in price from $100,000
to $2.5 million.
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