Jaime Hidalgo, right, a 19-year-old from Tempe, Ariz., finishes a drive at a Jackson State golf team practice.

Eddie Payton: A dreamer? No, just lofty goals

Some would call Jackson State golf
Coach Eddie Payton a dreamer.

Payton, older brother of all-time
NFL rushing leader Walter Payton, has
his sights set on Jackson Stale becom-
ing the first historically black school to
win the NCAA golf championship.

That's a lofty goal, considering that
no historically black school has ever
competed in the NCAA goll champi-
onships and young blacks don't play
golf in large numbers. But Payton 1is
optimistic and confident the Tigers will
get over the hump, sooner or later. With
a team composed of seven sophomores
and one senior, ime appears 10 be on
the Tigers' side.

Payton is applying the same deter-
mination and dnve that helped him sur-
v.ve 10 seasons in the NFL as a run-
ning back and kick returmer to Jackson
State’'s quest for a national champ:-
onship.

"It's just a matter of putung up the
numbers," said Payton, in his thard year
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as coach at his alma mater. “If we put
up the numbers, we'll get invited.”

The Tigers have a 310 team stroke
average. Last year, it was 315. He
thinks 300 will get them an invitation.
He is confident that will come nexl
year.
"We're on the threshold,” said Pay-
ton. "We have to deal with mstory.
There's never been a competitive golt
program at a black school. You have 1o
break into the upper echelon. If you're

in the top 20, you play top 20 teams. If

you're not in the top 20, you don't com-
pete against them. If you dont compete
against them, you don't get in. Were
moving in the direction all quality pro-
grams (raveled.”

This year Jackson Siate has played
in the Pepsi Invitational in Brandon,
Miss., the New Orleans Invitanonal. the
Baylor University Spring Break invita-
uonal, the Houston Invitanonal and the

National Minority Golf Championshap
in Cleveland.
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The Tigers' opponents have includ-
ed Kansas, Nebraska, Wichita State,
Colorado, Wyoming, Memphis State
and Tulane. Sometimes, it's been tough
going.

"We're not winning and we're not
losing," said Payton. "We're improving.
We're in our infancy. What we're work-
ing for is consistency. We're happy with
the direction we're moving. As long as
you're improving, you can see lhight al
the end of the tunnel.”

Jackson State was fourth in the
Southwestern Athletic Conference last
season after finishing sixth the previous
year.
Payton is hampered in has quest 10
get Jackson State to the top of the colle-
giate golf world by a lack of quality
black high school golfers in Mississipp:
in particular and the United States in
general.

“It's tough to find good black
golfers,” he said. "They're not brought
up in good junior programs where they
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leamn to understand the fundamentals.
They're brought up on mumcipal cours-
es around older playérs who are just
interested in playing and winning a few
dollars on the weekends. The result 1S
you have 17-year-olds thinking lhike
they're 30 or 35.

"There is more (© being on a golf
team than being a good golfer. They
don't know what i means to have exira
dedication. Theyre not willing 10 give
up their individuality for the good of
the team. Evervybody has to work
toward the same goal. Some ieel they
don't have to watch film, pracuce and
practice.”" The scarcity of good young
black golfers has forced Payton 10
make all of America his recruting
grounds.

Only one team member 1s from
Mississippi, sentor Mikc Rattler. The
remainder are from Tempe, Anz., Pon.
land, Ore., Pensacola, Fla.,, Miam
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LEARN TOMORROW'S

SKILLS IN TODAY'S
ARMY RESERVE.

Ever hear of communications-elec-
tronic maintenance? Or wire systems install-
ation? Or biomedical equipment repair’

Not many people have. And not
&any laces teach these highly techni-

skills.

Your local Army Reserve does.
These and many other skills. Qualify, and
you could learn one.

What if high-tech doesn't turn you
on? No problem. We also teach hundreds of
skills that are pretty down to earth. Like

food service supply. And construction.
And when you add up the dollars
you'll earn, it makes even more sense to learn
a skill with us.
To start off, you'll earn over $1,200
a year for working one weekend a month
and two weeks a year. Plus, another $2,200
for the training you can split between
tWO Summers.

Interested? Then talk to your local
Army Reserve recruiter today. For the num-
ber, call toll free 1-800-USA-ARMY.
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