SPOTLIGHT:

The Jamaica National Dance Theatre Company

By Olive Vassell

Rex Nettleford is a compelling
man.

Author, prominent lecturer,
and former government adviser,
he speaks with special passion
about his present position as ar-
tistic director of the Jamaica Na-
tional Dance Theater Company.

Nettletord remembers well
when the NDTC was founded in
the heady days of the island’s in-
dependence from its British
colonizers in 1962,

Back then 20 dancers, some of
them trained in Britain, others
with no formal training, but
hightly skilled at sports, bBuilt The
company-adapted existing
works, and above all, developed
new pieces to reflect the life and
times of the peoples of the
Caribbean.

“"Dance, like music and
literature, reflected the new
spirit of independence,” said Net-

tleford, who also choreographs
many of the NDTC's works. “The
politics were changing and new
institutions were being formed.

“The NDTC was the flagship of
the movement, reflecting the
pulse of the Caribbean. We no
longer imitated the European
masters, but began to try to
reflect our own culture.”

Today, the company boasts 50
dancers, each one from some
corner of the numerous islands in
the Caribbean sea.

None of the members are paid.
They hold down other jobs, in
between travelling around the
world to places as far flung as
Ausfralia.

But the NDTC always returns
home to Jamaica to perform
before the loyal audience it has
developed there.

The company plays to packed
houses for at leas! two seasons
during the year, and gives o
special sunrise performance on
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Easter Sunday, to celebrate the
death and resurrection of Christ.
For Nettleford’'s group,
however, the element of religion
is but one theme in a vast oand
varied repertoire. Bach and
Beethoven are included as well,
he said. But most of all, the NDTC
portrays the Caribbean, dancing
to the words of prominent Carib-
bean writers, or the music of
stars like reggae’s Bob Marley,
Peter Tosh, dub poet Mutabaruka
and other local musicians.
Musicians play a vital role in
the company. A group of singers
travels and performs with the
dancers gn all the NDTC's tours.
The caliber of each performer
s closely observed by Nettletord
and his colleagues. Dancers
undergo a four-year diploma
course, during which they dance
with the company either at home
or abroad.
As tor Nettleford, he continues
to wear an impressive number of
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Orioles VS. Detroit Tigers
Sunday, September 25, 1988

The Orioles and The AFRO Family

will honor the great
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Buy One Ticket, Get One FREE
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"AFRO Nite at the Stedium"

hats with no qualms. Books on
Rastafarians and a catalogue of
the speeches of Norman Manley
are just some of the works to
flow from the pen of this political
scientist,

He proclaims himselt o nao-
tionalist, saying "l love my coun-
try, but I'm not a chauvinist. |
know we all are part of the
human species.”

It's this love that is developed
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in his work, which according to
Nettleford, feeds off the creative
juices from every area of his life.

Washingtonians will be able to
sample the company’s delights at
the Kennedy Center Sept. 18 dur-
ing the company’s one night on-
ly engagement.

Then, as always, Nettleford
said the company “will continue
its celebration of Caribbean life.”

(Photo by Marie LaYacona)

CELEBRATIONS — Pieces celebrating Caribbean dance and
music are part of the Jamaican National Theater Dance Com-

pany's repertoire.

“FUN AFTER SUNDOWN"

To benetit the UNITED NEGRO COLLEGE FUND. INC.
Boat: LADY BALTIMORE, Inner Harbor
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1988

Cruise Departure: 7:30 P.M. until 12:00 Midnight
BUFFET — CASH BAR — "LIVE" ENTERTAINMENT
Featuring ""Classic Revue"
Tickets: $35.00 per person
(Tax deductible)

Sponsored by Anheuser Busch, Budweiser and V-103 Radio to
benefit the United Negro College Fund, Inc.
Tickets may be obtained by mailing a check, money order or
cashier's check to the Baltimore Office with a request for the
number of tickets to be purchased Mail to:

United Negro College Fund

1 East Chase, Suvite 1128
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
OR
Purchase tickets at these locations:
In Mondawmin Mall

1. Music Liberated
3052 Mondawmin Mall
523-23%0

2. Fabulowus Fingers
3023 Mondawmin Mall
3230170

In Reisterstown Mall
3. Record Masters

6792 Reisterstown Plaza
358-1500

Other Locations
4. Music Liberated
201 Park Avenue
8$37-1000

Travis Winkey Studios
SATURDAY ONLY., 9 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

*Please telephone first.
225-7755
TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED IN ADVANCE BEFORE
SEPTEMBER 9, 1988

Friday Plus, September 2, 1968

BALTIMORE

Brice's Hilitop Inn

5440 Reisterstown Rd.

358-6928

A lively, yet casual atmosphere
for young adults with live DJ
music on Friday and Saturday
nights and special comedy acts
on Thursday nights.

Berry & Elliott's

300 Light St. (Hyatt Regency)
528-1234

Go for Happy-Hour hors
d’'oeuvres or casval dining. Ma-

jor credit cards.
Body Fﬂ(l“
5442 Reisters d
358-6100
Special DJ music on weekend
nights. Expect an energized dan-
cing crowd and generous drinks.
Cade's Country Club
1835 N. Port 5t.
276-6699
Live music weekends
modern jazz ond top 40’s.
Cafe des Artistes
1501 Suigrave Ave.
664-2200

If you are a fan for the oldies-
yet-goodies . . . expect an en-
joyable evening of live jazz and
oldies beginning the weekend
early on Thursdays.

Celebrity Club
4240 Reisterstown Road

466-6465
Exciting dance music
generous drinks.

Closet
221 . W. Franklin St.

752-3897

Guest bands with live jazz in @
casuval atmosphere.

Club R.O.F. #025

2900 Greenmount Ave.
243-8600

Live weekend dance and disco
music.

Danny's

1201 N. Charles 5t.

539-1393
Live piano entertainment featur-

ing jazz and request show tunes

plus sumptuous dining.

Ethel's Place

1225 Cathedral St.

727-7007

Live jazz primarily with excellent
restaurant fare.

Five Mile House

5302 Reisterstown Rd.

542-4895

Enjoy R&B jukebox music, special
weekend entertainment and
generous drinks.

P.T. Flagg's

601 E. Pratt 5t

244-7377

Exciting entertainment, upbeat
dancing music; call for cover.
Sportman’s Lounge

4723 Gwynn Oak Ave.
664-104)

Live oldies-yet-goodies jazz plus
jozz records.

plus
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Tubbs
201 N. Greene St. (Lexington

NIGHT CLUBS.

Springs
420-5353

with

R&B: live entertainment; dancing
Minimum age 21 and over
Clubhouse LTD

1296 Upshur 5t., N.W.

882-7616

R&B: disco (Fri. & Sat.) Younger
crowd

Eugertha's

6817 Georgia Ave., N.W.
291-1991

Jazz music No respective age
Gallagher's Penn Station

637 Pennsylvania Ave., 5.E.
546-8368

Live jazz music in casuval at-
mosphere 18 and over

Bar & Grill

Market)

727-0945

R&B and jazz music; dancing.
32nd Street Plaza

411 E. 32nd St.

366-8181

Enjoy live entertainment on First
level, DJ Music and dancing.

WASHINGTON

Blues Alley

Wisconsin and M Sts. N.W.
337-414)

Live jozz music 25-40

Breeze's Metro Club

2335 Bladensburg Rd., N.E.
526-8880

Live entertainment; R&B (Fri.,
Sat.); oldies (Mon.) 19-25
Cates

600 Franklin St.

Alexandria, VA

549-4460

Live jazz weekends

Chaconia Lounge

5217 Georgia Ave., N.W.
829-4313

International Disco (Tues-Sun);
Chapter Il

900 First St., S.E.

388-4462
Disco (Mon.
entertainment

Classics
4591 Allentown

Georgetown
Restaurant
1310 Wisconsin AVe., N.W.

337-7777
Live jozz music established age

group

Hogate's

9th St. & Maine Ave., S.W.
484-630]

Live jozz

Ibex

5832 Georgia Ave., N.W.
726-1800

Disco (Tue.-Sun.);
entertainment

Joplin's

Howard Inn, 2225 Georgia Ave.,
N.W.

462-5400

Live jazz music 25 and over

live

Wed.-Sun); live

Rd., Camp

i
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Lobster Special

I Ib. Broiled Lobster
Special House Salad
Fresh Vegetables
Summer Dessert
only $13.95 + tax
Each Evening in September
6:00-10:00 PM

Reservations Suggested

462-5400

2225 Georgia Avenue, N.W. * Washington, D.C. 20001 * (202) 462-5400

THE AFRO-AMERICAN

Kendejah
5828 Georgia Ave., N.W.
291-754)

International disco (Thurs.-Sat.)

Kilimanjaro
1724 California St., N.W.

328-3838
African and West Indian music

King of France Tavern
Maryland Inn, Annapolis

263-264)
Live jazz

Mingle's Restaurant & Lounge
1400 | Street, N.W.

371-1990

Sat.) College crowd
Mirage

1330 19th St., N.W.
463-8888

Progressive music nightly
Night Club 930

930 F St., N.W.

393-0930

Liver entertainment; dancing 25

and over
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To believe or

not to

believe

When it comes 10 assessing circulation value,

one thing is essential.
Credibility

Thats

More

believe
numbers

AFRO-AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS

why our circulation records are reg-

ularly audited and verified by the Audit Bureau of
Circulations, the largest and most experienced
circulation auditing organization in North Amer:
ica and in the world

than 5.000 advertisers, adverlising

agencies and publishers trusl ABC to ensure
that circulation figures are believable

Before you adverlise, make sure you can

Make sure the numbers are ABC
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If ABC Says It, You Can Bank On It.

D.J. spinning top 40; disco (Fri. &
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Smithsonian
Wants You!

The Smithsonian is looking for people
from different cultural and ethnic
hackgrounds— people who like people

i) k'nllilllt‘rl Al mnformation Lit"‘\L"ﬁ.

[he visitors will keep you hopping
kanllnuuﬂthﬂlanulthTV[hHlu|TUHI
African and Asian art to space shuttles.
And while you're here, you'll leam
about the Smithsonian's collections,
t'xltll‘lllt mns and SPCL |.I| Programes.

Five-week training programs for
volunteers begin September 23 and 24.

(all the Smithsonian, 357-2100.
Ak for Volunteer Information
Spcu;llm l‘.u I-LL'L




