By Deborah Quinerly

America’s first block ' news
magazine program will make its
premier in October on commer-
cial television stations around the
country.

The eagerly awaited Emmy-
Award winning news magazine
show, “"America’s Black Forum,”
has finally come to commercial
television after an 11-year tenure
on public television.

In our areaq, it can be seen on
Sunday morning at 7:30 a.m. on
WRC, Channel 4, and on WBFF,
Channel 45, on Mondays at 12:30
a.m.

“"America’'s Black Forum
(“ABF") is the first and only black
news magazine of its kind on
commercial television.

“"ABF" is the only syndicated
news magazine that covers no-
tional issves from a black
perspective.

The show is hosted by Julian
Bond, one of the foremost civil
rights leaders in recent history
and the ftirst black to sit in the

JULIAN BOND

Georgia Legislature since
Reconstruction.

The program will provide o
forum for major personalities
and newsmakers directly affec-
ting the black experience.

Bond will bring his particular
background and experience as

an interviewer to these discus-
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sions with the key leadership of
the national and international

community.

Another unique feature of
“ABC's" news magazine format
will be its rotating segments
featuring news stories and ex-
clusive features, including
“Blacks in Sports,” which will go
behind the scores and headlines
to explore the real relationship of
sports fo the black experience.

60,000 excess black deaths an-
nually have prompted "ABF” to
examine the ongoing health
related problems that remain o
challenge to the ongoing health
care leadership in America.

Black business enterprise has
grown in staggering proportions
since 1968 and "America’s Black
Forum” will be the only television
news magazine in America ex-
amining this phenomenon on an
ongoing basis.

The fall programming schedule
offers a thoughtful and thought-
provoking array of shows — an
examination of the music in-

dustry and black America, the.

AIDS epidemic and drugs in the
black community, and a study of
some of the most important
media personalities today, in-
cluding Oprah Winfrey, Ed
Bradley, and Bill Cosby.

“ABF” will not be confined to
the studio. A substantial portion
of the program will be produced
in the field and will be anchored
by veteran print and broadcast
journalist Kim McCullough.

Whether in the field or in the
studio, “America’s Black Forum”
will ask the difficult questions
and cover the difficult stories. In
addition, the program hopes to
widen our sometimes limited
scope of news in America and the
world.

"America’s Black Forum” is be
ing produced at WRC-TV, the
NBC-owned station in
Washington, D.C., under the
direction of Mr. Gene Davis, Ex-
ecutive Producer and Executive
Vice President of UniWorld
Entertainment.

Davis previously developed the
highly successful show
“Essence,” which ran for five
years in 60 domestic markets and
nine foreign countries.

WIJZ-TV will broadcast live,
“The Gun Ban: A WIJZ Town
Meeting” special on Monday (31)
beginning at 8:00 p.m. The one
hour special with host Al
Sanders, “Eyewitness News” An-
chor, will explore the issues sur-
rounding Maryland’'s controver-
siol bill that proposes to ban
“Saturday Night Specials.”

Studio and viewing audiences
will have an opportunity to hear
opposing views of the bill and to
talk with experts representing

Kimberly Russell (Sarah) is getting into the tourist mode as
she visits Moscow with her fellow players on ""Head of the
Class’’ in a special hour-long episode which will air on Chan-
nels 7 and 13, Wednesday at 8:30 p.m.

each viewpoint. “We believe in
holding town meetings,” says
Jonathan Klein, Vice President
and General Manager. “In the
case of the ‘Gun Ban . . ." special,
our aim is to help Marylanders
get the facts about the bill and to
provide an outlet for discussion
in order for us to vote intelligent-
ly on November 8th.”

“The Gun Ban: A WJZ Town
Meeting"” is produced by Crystal
Johns. Eric Temple is Executive
Producer and Mike Easterling is
Program Manager.
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Edward Woodward was
awarded an NAACP "Special
Citation” for his outstanding por-
trayal in the title role of “The
Equalizer,” broadcast
Wednesdays at 9:00 p.m. on
Channels 9 and 11,

Leroy Mobley, National Direc-
tor of the NAACP Prison Pro-
gram, says the series has “en-
couraged millions_to continue to
hold to the belief that despite the
odds, justice will prevail.

This is the some belief on
which the NAACP was founded
almost 80 years ago, and which
it has vigorously struggled to im-
plement.” The citation was
presented to Woodward at “The
Equalizer” filming site on the 17th
in New York.

TV CAPSULES
Sunday, October 30
“THE AFRICANS: In Search of
Stability” (5-6:00p.m.) Part 6. The
program contrasts Islomic and
Westernized military regimes
and looks at examples of the

one-party state. Channel 26.
Monday, October 31

“"CAMPAIGN: Promises! Prom-
ises!"” (9-10:00 p.m.) Bill Moyers
reports on the people of Queens,
N.Y. who, beset by crime and
drugs, feel that government at all
levels hos failed to keep its
promise to its citizens to maintain
order. Channels 22, 26, 32, and
67.

"SEXUALITY AND AGING”
(10-11:00 p.m.) This documentary
explores the attitudes, myths and
realities of sexuality for older
adults. Channels 22 and 67.
Tuesday, November 1

“GUN BAN SPECIAL” (8-9:00
p.m.) Channel 11,

“"WOMEN: Myth and Reality;
(11:30 p.m.-12:00 midnight) An
interesting look at the changes
that have taken place for women
in recent years and the barriers
that still exist. Channels 22 ond
6/7.

Wednesday, November 2

- THE MIND: Addiction (8-9:00
p.m.) Part 4 of 9. this episode ex-
amines the development of ad-
dictions and how recovery is
governed by factors influencing
brain and mind. Channels 22 and
67.

“"MARYLAND: 88 VOTE
(9:30-10:00) Anchored by Al
Sanders and Denise Koch, the
special will include a review of
the 1988 election, emphasizing
the Presidential roce in
Maryland. Other segments in-
clude local poll results and o
ballot preview with an explano-
tion of how the Gun Ban Repeal
will appear. Channel 13.
Thursday, November 3

"MOTOWN RETURNS TO THE

APOLLO” (8-11:00 p.m.) Channel
45.

THE TUBE
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