ABOUT TV

By Deborah Quinerly

“Man's got to have a reason to
live.” These words, referring to
freedom and spoken by LeVor
Burton as Kunta Kinte, are the
recurring theme in the two-hour
television movie, "AT&T
PRESENTS: Roots: The Gift,” air-
ing Sunday (11th) at 9:00 p.m. on
Channels 13 and 7.

Directed by Kevin Hooks
(“White Shadow,” “Sounder”), set
in 1770, and based on author
Alex Haley's “Roots” characters,
the seasoned slave Fiddler (Louis
Gossett, Jr.) and the young
rebellious African, Kunta Kinte
(Burton), accompany their owner
on a visit to a neighboring plan-
tation and become involved in a
secref mission to lead a group of
slaves to freedom on Christmas
Eve.

Although Kunta Kinte and Fid-
dler are real persons in Alex
Haley's heritage, the story is fic-
tional but based upon repetitive
actual occurrences within the
Underground Railroad’s early

history.

anguish of their slavery and gain
empathy with each charocter’s
personal predicoment—Brooks,
as Cletus Moyer, “a free man of
color,” risks his life by returning
to the South from the North to
help sloves escape to freedom;
Fiddler, an old slave who wants
to be free but is uncertain of
freedom’s consequences; and
Kunta Kinte who remembers his
Mandingo Warrior heritage and
sees himself as a “"dead” man, as
long as he is a slave.

To assist them with their
search for freedom is Shaun
Cassidy, as Edmund Parker, Jr.,
a covert abolishionist and son of
a slave owner.

Though this is a Christmas
special, do not expect o “Peace
on Earth, Goodwill to men” or
“happily ever after” fairy tale. No
bars are held on the slavery
issue. Threaded throughout this

joyous holiday season are the
harsh realizations of slavery.

Such as humiliation, when
Kunta is made to pretend he is o

caomel with a bit placed in his

-

winning miniseries “Roots” is not
as absorbing or gripping. But it is
worth watching. Because
whether it is 1770, 1790, or 1988,
this movie is a reminder that we

will have a long way to go.
TV CAPSULES

Saturday, December 10
“STARLITE THEATRE: The Long
Ships” (1-3:30 a.m.) Sidney
Poltier ond Richard Widmark
_star in this film classic. Channel
45.

“BATTLE OF THE NETWORK
STARS" (9-11:00 p.m.) Malcolm-
Jamal Warner ("The Cosby
Show"'), Daphne Maxwell Reild
'(“Frank’s Place”), ond Sheri
Belafonte compete with other
celebrities in athletic events.
Channels 7 and 13.

Tuesday, December 13

“CBS LATE NIGHT MOVIE: "The

Hitter” (1:10-2:30 a.m.) Ron
O’'Neal and Shella Frazier star

in this drama about a profes-
sional boxer who accidentally

kills an opponent during a match.
Channel 9.

Wednesday, December 14

weekend include Sunday, Dec. 11

concerts by Jack McDuff and his
/-piece band at the Tawes

Auditorium of Coppin State Col-

lege, 2500 W. North Ave.

Tis the final concert of the

season by the Left Bank Jazz
Socu?fy, and the usual amenities
are in effect, BYOP and picnic

baskets welcomed. Concert goes

from 5 - 9 p.m. Further informa.
tion, (301)945-2266.
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At the Sheraton Harrisburg
East, the Central Pennsylvania
Friends of Jazz host a benefit

holiday party for retarded

citizens, featuring Houston Per-
son and Etta Jones.

Session goes on from 7 - 11

p.m. To get there, it is right off
Exit 29 of 1-83, just outside Har-

risburg, PA. Further information
(717)257-5441
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Always like to call attention to

Smithsonian Collection of Classic one of

Jazz, and the program is geared  still
for the jazz buffs as well as for

new listeners.

Included in the lectures and

other sessions are emphases on:
Jelly Roll Morton leading ex-
ponent of New Orleans jazz, and

one of the early forerunners of
the jazz idiom.

Louis Armstrong, tracing the
life and works of the first truly in-
novative tfrumpeter, who set the
pace for a style which developed
Intfo swing.

Duke Ellington, and examina-

tion of the big band style and
how a leader and an orchestra

together created o musical aure
which exists to this day.

Charlie Parker, the man who
changed the face of jazz, in-

troducing bebop, a style which
became the ne plus ultra of
modern jazz.

Thelonious Monk, one of the

greatest composers, and im-

the most inventive groups
around today. Also, the
works of some of the legends
of jazz will be heard and discuss.-
ed, including Bix Beiderbecke,

Teddy Wilson, Count Basie,
Billie Holliday, Benny Good-

man and others.
Checked with the Institution, E
and was told that you don’t have |

to be a member in order to par-
ticipate in the seminar. Natural-
ly, it's not free, and you can get
all the details at (202)357-1350.
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It's about that time that the
struggle over what to get so-

meone special for Christmas
becomes paramount. So, to help
1 bit, next week, we'll suggest
some things for the jazz buffs.
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MICKEY FIELDS

SATURDAY TV

You would probably be amaz-
ed at the “product” available
these days, including CDs, LPs.
and videos. So, we'll list a few we
have investigated.
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Must note in passing that Gail
Martin and Karen G. are at the
Eubie Blake Room of the
Fishmarket through Sunday
night. Was chatting with Mickey
Flelds last Monday night, who

said he may be joining the ladies
tor this gig.
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Must sadly note the death of

two DC musicians this past week.
Tenor saxophonist Charlie
Rouse last week, and guitarist

Bill Harris, this week. Both will
be missed.

LOUIS GOSSETT, JR. (L) and LeVar Burton return as Fiddier and
Kunta Kinte, when ATAT PRESENTS "ROOTS: THE GIFT,"” which
airs Sunday at 9:00 p.m. on Channels 13 and 7.
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some little-known events in jazz
that are extremely worthy, and
the Smithsonian National

Associates is putting on jazz
seminar January 11-14.

"“FREE TO BE... A FAMILY"
(8-9:00 p.m.) Whoopl Goldberg

costars in this unique com-

edy/variety special celebrating
international friendship between

mouth, a white child on his back,
and a whip to control this
“animal.” And, death, when
three slaves are hung, as ex-

provisational artist.

Ornette Coleman and John
Coltrane, tracing the evolution
of the chordless free form jazz
pioneered by these two reed ' vetame !
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Avery Brooks (“Spencer: For
Hire"”), Gossett, and Burton offer

strong and believable perfor-
mances, ond the viewer feels the

MADA
» Psychic
« Advisor
 Palmist

+ Cards st
Find Peace of Mind ... Happiness!!

520 READING
524-6333

C
i TR
Y MW oaunw
i Kot Taik
1 Wild Aen
41 "..-h.l Gu
&7 Frenge y Comiendo
5% Save ithe Chilgren

NN 7

LONELY? WORRIED?
TROUBLED?

She Can Solve
Your Problems’
APRCIALISY IN
O viNG, LOVE oned
MARRIACTE PROBLE WY
ADVISES ON
Marruge Love Businew

fwnan wal Mo gk

" Defeonders of the F arth
S Straigvt Talh

11 Trampformers
11 Migter Ragers
NMeighburhood

"1 Superiands
1) Reading Ranbow
SO Joey and Redhawh

900
Home Shopping Game
4 Feople s Count
5 Loave " to Baaver
T The Merning Sheow

" m’ FROM m WM Movie

10 30

1l Basebal
L

' Eshinion Football LY The Mavie Paipc en

1l Mgblle Jeus d 30
41 Rolando Barral @ LCrovveMy
1 . '.mlr i |- ngm Yomne

December 17, 1988

Come to the 5th Annual

AFRICAN-AMERICAN
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Joe Turners
Come and Gone
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LIGHT HOUSE
Restaurant
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A powerful and poetic play
portraying the Black experience
in America, from the lony
award-winning author of Fences.

Dec. 16-)Jan. 22

Special performances
Dec. 19 & 26,
- 5:00 PM

Call 3320033

100 N. Calvert St
Baltymore, MD 21202
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At Blackburn Center on the campus of Howard University

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year

Lonvemnently ocaled on (_'smrgu Ave N W
ok the Red Line 10 Gallery Place Metro and
caich the 70 Silver Sprnng Bus Line

Located:
Across from the Omni Hotel

2 biks from Balt. Arena

with 100 vendors & arusts. new age heanh & business exhbits, semnars, an intertaith ceremony, a
Awaniaa workshop, a chiidren s program, a theater performance. entertainment by special Quest arsts
Culture, rood and fun for the whole family  The most positive, Shopping expenence ever

FREE general admussion Charges 'or some events  Group rates avasable

Open New Year's

For schedule of activities and charges call 310-1430

Endorsed by the Afro~American Studies Departmsent of H.U

Friday Plus, December 9, 1988
THE AFRO-AMERICAN




